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In the context of English language classroom at Japanese junior high schools, I believe that
the principle of “Get it right in the end” is more suitable than “Get it right from the
beginning.” Although instructors may be afraid that learners’ incorrect use of grammar can be
consolidated (i.e., fossilization), SLA research has demonstrated that there is a certain order
of grammar acquisition and that certain grammatical structures cannot be acquired until
prerequisite forms due to the processing constraints (e.g., processability theory). For instance,
the third person singular -s is usually introduced in an earlier unit of English textbook in
Japan, this grammatical structure requires the learner to acquire the systems of tense (i.e.,
present tense) and singularity (i.e., plural vs. singular), and thus the acquisition of this form is
likely to be acquired at the later stage of L2 development. In other words, some forms cannot
be used accurately despite error correction by the instructors. Another relevant issue is the
way of L2 acquisition. SLA theories suggest that 1.2 acquisition happens through interaction
including negotiation for meaning and pushed output (e.g., Long’s Interaction Hypothesis). In
order to encourage students in authentic, meaningful interaction, the classroom atmosphere
needs to be meaning-oriented as opposed to form and accuracy. Although some corrective
feedback during meaning-focused interaction (e.g., recast) can contribute to L2 learning, the
flow of the conversation must be prioritized. Only errors that can hinder the smoothness of
communication should be targeted for corrective feedback for the sake of L2 development.
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Because bilinguals can use two languages, it is clear that they enjoy a linguistic advantage
compared to monolinguals, who can only use one. However, it is less clear whether bilinguals
have any advantages beyond their language abilities. Early studies reported a bilingual
advantage in non-linguistic cognition, but most studies published after 2011 have not
supported this claim. The authors of this article argue that reported advantages in earlier work
were likely due to methodological problems. For example, many studies relied on small
sample sizes, failed to control for differences in background between bilinguals and
monolinguals, or analyzed the data in questionable ways. Brain imaging studies have not
provided conclusive evidence either because neurological differences between the two groups
did not necessarily indicate behavioral advantages for bilinguals. Overall, the authors have a
reserved attitude toward the idea of a bilingual advantage.
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This study explored what influences Hungarian high school students’ performance on English
reading tests. The researcher assessed the students’ reading ability in their first language
(Hungarian), their word-level reading skills, their working memory capacity, and their level
of anxiety while reading in English. The aim was to see how these factors related to the
English reading performance in terms of test scores and the amount of time they needed to
complete the test.

The results showed that students who felt more anxious during the test tended to read more
slowly and performed less accurately. Students with stronger first-language reading
comprehension and better working memory performed better on the test. However, basic
word-level reading skills in the first language seemed not to be associated with reading
accuracy scores in L2. Additionally, students who have difficulties with reading in both their
first and second languages needed more time to read the texts.

These findings suggest that second language reading tests should adjust the time for reading
test administration. Fixed time limits may disadvantage learners who read more slowly,
especially those with literacy-related difficulties like dyslexia. By allowing more time, test
designers can create fairer testing conditions that give all learners a better chance to
demonstrate their true reading ability.
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