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To us, no doubt, it seems an extravagant paradox to treat men’s ignorance of justice as the sole
cause of unjust acts; and to the Greek mind also the view was paradoxical: but if we would
understand the position, not of Socrates only, but of ancient ethical philosophy generally, we must
try to realise that this paradox was also a nearly unanswerable deduction from a pair of apparent
truisms. That “every one wishes for his own good, and would get it if he could,” an arguer would
hardly venture to question; and he would equally shrink from denying that justice and virtue
generally were goods, and of all goods the finest. It thus became difficult for him to refuse to
admit that “those who knew what were just and righteous acts would prefer nothing else, while
those who did not know could not do them if they would,” which would land him at once in the
conclusion of Socrates that justice and all other virtues were summed up in wisdom or knowledge

of good.

il . Sidgwick, Henry. 1902. Outlines of the history of ethics for English readers. Fifth Edition. London:
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Macmillan (First Published in 1886).
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The Bhagavad-Gita Bhashya Volume 2. The Works
of Sri Sankaracharya Vol. 12. Srirangam: Sri Vani
Vilas Press, 1910. p. 283.
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The Nalopakhyana and the
Savitryupakhyana

(From the Mahabharata).

Part 1. Pune: Sadashiv Ganesh
Phadke, 1917. p. 16.
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E. H. Johnston and Arnold Kunst, eds.
Kamaleswar Bhattacharya, tran. The Dialectical
Method of Nagarjuna (Vigrahavydvartani).
Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1978. p. 10.
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S. S. Setlur, ed. The Mitakshara with Visvariipa
and Commentaries of Subddhini and Bdlambhatti,
Madras: Brahmavadin Press, 1912. pp. 8-9.
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